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OSV MARKET ROUND-UP
WEATHER PLAYS 
HAVOC IN NORTH SEA 
The North Sea weather has 
played havoc on the spot market 
recently. Some owners have laid 
up tonnage for the traditionally 
quieter winter period, while 
others have reaped the benefits 
as numerous charterers pounce 
on the same weather windows to 
move rigs and ship cargo.

This has led to a sporadic 
tightening of the spot market, 
with some more lucrative fixtures 
recorded in both the PSV and 
AHTS markets than may have 
been expected at this time of year. 
The majority of fixtures, however, 
have been coming in at lower 
levels than those experienced in 
the third quarter of 2017.

For the AHTS market in 
particular, November proved to 
be an unusual month, with the 
average fixture rate for medium 
AHTS vessels (less than 22,000 
bhp) dwarfing the average rate 
for larger vessels (see p.6-7). With 
adverse weather limiting the 
scope for rig moves, a number of 
requirements emerged in quick 
succession when the weather 
cleared. In particular, Statoil 
fixed up eight vessels in one fell 
swoop. This left availability in 
short supply, and allowed the 
likes of Viking Supply Ships to 
pick up a series of fixtures with 
rates of GBP 27,500-50,000. With 
so many vessels in layup, it only 
takes a few rig moves for rates to 
move rapidly.

SPLIT FORTUNES FOR UK & NORWAY LICENSING
The latest licensing rounds in 
both the UK and Norway have 
closed in recent weeks, with 
contrasting fortunes.

The UK’s 30th Licensing Round 
attracted 96 applications cover-
ing 239 blocks in the main oil and 
gas producing areas of the UK 
Continental Shelf. These applica-
tions came from 68 companies, 
ranging from multinationals to 
new entrants to the UK. Awards 
are expected to be made during 
the second quarter of 2018.

Conversely, Norway’s 24th  
Licensing Round only attracted 
applications from 11 companies. 
Those participants did submit 

applications for a total of 102 
blocks however, with nine 
applications in the Norwegian 
Sea and 93 in the Barents Sea.

The response to this licensing 
round, which was mostly 
focused on frontier areas, was 
somewhat muted in comparison 
to Norway’s last APA licensing 
round earlier this year. That 
exercise had offered acreage in 
more mature, predefined areas 
of the Norwegian Continental 
Shelf, and drew responses from 
39 different companies. This may 
suggest that many companies are 
prioritising exploration in more 
mature areas just now as opposed 
to frontier exploration.

SEABROKERS SUPPORTING OTHERS
As we all know, Christmas is a 
time to think of others, and it is 
especially exciting for children. 
However, it can be a very lonely 
and difficult time for our elderly 
community.

Getting about in the snow can 
be especially difficult. So when 
the Portlethen Community 
Ambulance (PCA) Association 
in Aberdeen asked Seabrokers 
for some assistance, we had no 
hesitation in lending a helping 
hand.

PCA were in need of an update 
to their website to incorporate 
some additional information, 
so Seabrokers’ IT expert Scott 

Thomson was drafted in to help.

Scott prepared an entire new 
website and arranged for it to be 
hosted on a new platform. The 
new site has now been launched, 
and we hope that the elderly 
people in Portlethen are finding 
the site easier to use to help 
them attend doctor and hospital 
appointments.

It may be a small thing for 
Seabrokers to assist with, but 
it can make a big difference to 
some, so we are very proud of 
what Scott has done for the local 
community in Portlethen. The 
new website is located at www.
portlethen-ambulance.co.uk.
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OSV MARKET ROUND-UP    

Aker BP has awarded term 
contracts to four PSVs for work 
offshore Norway. Three of the 
contracts went to Simon Møkster 
Shipping, with the Stril Luna 
(pictured c/o O Halland), Stril 
Orion and Stril Polar contracted 
for a firm period of three months 

with three further one-month 
options. SolstadFarstad’s Far 
Solitaire was chartered for an 
equivalent term. All four of the  
vessels are already working for 
AkerBP, with the new contracts 
scheduled to commence in 
January 2018.

SolstadFarstad has announced a 
series of new contract awards in 
Brazil and Australia.

In Brazil, Statoil has awarded 
term contracts to three Solstad-
Farstad PSVs. The Sea Brasil has 
been chartered for a firm period 
of two years from December 
2017, with two additional one-
year options. The Sea Brasil will 
be supporting operations at the 
Peregrino field in the Campos 
Basin. Statoil has also chartered 
both the Far Scotsman and Far 
Serenade for a six-month firm 
period to support exploration 
drilling at the Carcara field in 
the Santos Basin. The vessels are 
now committed until the second 
quarter of 2018 with nine further 
three-month options available to 
Statoil. Also in Brazil, Petrobras

has extended its contract with 
AHTS vessel BOS Topazio for 180 
more days; she is now chartered 
until February 2019.

Meanwhile, in Australia, Solstad-
Farstad has been awarded long-

term contracts for General Pur-
pose Support Vessel Far Stream 
with McDermott, for AHTS 
vessel Far Statesman (pictured c/ 
O Halland) with Cooper Energy, 
and for PSVs Far Seeker and Far 
Skimmer with Woodside Energy.

AKER BP AWARDS FOUR CONTRACTS

SOLSTAD FARSTAD SCORES IN BRAZIL & AUSTRALIA

Having already utilised the 
vessel for a prior one-year 
contract in the UK sector of the 
North Sea, Apache has retained 
incumbent PSV Vestland Insula 
for another long-term contract. 
The VS 485 Mk III vessel was 

awarded a new 12-month charter 
in direct continuation of her 
previous contract, committing 
her until at least November 2018. 
Apache has the option to extend 
the charter for an additional six 
months.

INSULA EXTENDED WITH APACHE
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OSV MARKET ROUND-UP       

Having entered into a strategic 
partnership in 2016, Glomar and 
Rederij Groen have finalised 
contracts for two of Glomar’s 
standby vessels to work outside 
of Europe. Rederij Groen, which 
acquired a 50% stake in Glomar 
in 2016, has chartered the 

Glomar Linde for a 12-24 month 
project, where she will perform 
seismic guard and chase duties 
for Rederij Groen’s clients; 
meanwhile, the Glomar 4-winds 
will perform seismic guard and 
chase duties for the next five 
months offshore Gabon.

Wagenborg Offshore has been 
awarded a six-year contract with 
NAM and Shell UK to provide a 
second walk-to-work vessel for 
operations in the southern North 
Sea. With the Kroonborg already 
under contract, Wagenborg will 
provide the newbuild Ulstein 
PX 121 PSV Blue Queen for this 

new contract, once the vessel 
has been modified to operate as 
a “Walk-to-Work Emergency 
Response and Rescue Vessel.” 
She will operate as a standby 
and support vessel for inspection 
and maintenance of unmanned 
platforms in both Dutch and 
British waters.

The DOF Group has announced 
a variety of new contracts in 
recent weeks.

In the North Sea, Wintershall 
has exercised a three-month 
option on its contract with PSV 
Skandi Gamma. The 2011-built 
vessel is now firmly committed 
offshore Norway until mid-
March 2018. Also in the North 
Sea, CSV Skandi Olympia has 
had her contract with Fugro 
extended until at least the end of 
September 2018.

In Australia, PSV Skandi Sotra 
(pictured) has been chartered 
by Chevron for a firm period 
of 75 days with further options 
available thereafter.

Finally, having recently departed 
Australia, PSV Skandi Foula has 
now been relocated to the Black 
Sea. The 2002-built vessel has

been chartered by Allseas on a 
two-month firm contract with 
further options available.

BLUE QUEEN TO BE CONVERTED AS W2W ERRV

GLOMAR EXPANDING OUTSIDE EUROPE

DIVERSE DEALS KEEP DOF VESSELS BUSY
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OSV RATES & UTILISATION

NORTH SEA SPOT AVERAGE UTILISATION NOVEMBER 2017

TYPE NOV 2017 OCT 2017 SEP 2017 AUG 2017 JUL 2017 JUN 2017

MED PSV 70% 67% 75% 78% 83% 69%

LARGE PSV 79% 70% 92% 90% 86% 77%

MED AHTS 50% 41% 50% 57% 63% 49%

LARGE AHTS 50% 42% 72% 68% 71% 61%

NOVEMBER 2017 - DAILY NORTH SEA OSV AVAILABILITY

NORTH SEA AVERAGE RATES NOVEMBER 2017

CATEGORY
AVERAGE RATE

NOV 2017
AVERAGE RATE

NOV 2016
% CHANGE MINIMUM MAXIMUM

SUPPLY DUTIES PSVS < 900M2 £6,017 £4,870 +23.55% £3,800 £14,500

SUPPLY DUTIES PSVS > 900M2 £5,203 £5,520 -5.74% £4,000 £9,500

AHTS DUTIES AHTS < 22,000 BHP £17,299 £7,460 +131.89% £4,000 £50,000

AHTS DUTIES AHTS > 22,000 BHP £9,171 £9,232 -0.66% £4,090 £25,000

RATES & UTILISATION

DEPARTURES (CONTINUED)

SKANDI HERA MEDITERRANEAN

SKANDI ICEMAN WEST AFRICA

SKANDI SKANSEN MEDITERRANEAN

VOS PRIME MEDITERRANEAN

SPOT MARKET ARRIVALS & DEPARTURES NOV TO MID-DEC 2017

* Vessels arriving in or departing from the North Sea term/layup market are not included here.

ARRIVALS - NORTH SEA SPOT

MAERSK TRACKER EX WEST AFRICA

SAYAN PRINCESS EX RUSSIA

TROMS SIRIUS EX WEST AFRICA

DEPARTURES - NORTH SEA SPOT

BB TROLL BLACK SEA

FAR SERENADE SOUTH AMERICA

MAERSK MASTER AUSTRALIA

SIEM CHALLENGER CENTRAL AMERICA
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NORTH SEA AVERAGE SPOT RATES
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SEAROUTER
ROUTE(ING) FOR YOU
Seabrokers, the shipbroker with 
a difference, are always striving 
to offer value-added services to 
push forward with innovation 
and improvement. As such, we 
are pleased to reveal our latest 
offering: SeaRouter.

SeaRouter enables you to plot 
an entire voyage and receive 
granular information back for 
items such as fuel usage, total 
voyage time, estimated arrival 
and departure time, and the total 
cost of charter hire and fuel. 
This allows you to budget your 
voyage as well as determine the 
length of charter that is required.

SeaRouter is different in that 
it allows you to specify an 
offshore location(s), working 
and non-working time, as well 
as define the working hours of 
your vessel. The system works 
out exactly where your time is 
placed and offsets this around 
the non-working hours of the 
location(s) you have chosen. 
This, we believe, is something 
that an offshore vessel route 
planner requires, and is not 
commonly seen on other route 
planners which tend to just be 
port to port distance calculators. 
Not all locations have non-work-
ing hours, and for that reason 
you can simply set the start and 
end of the non-working hours 
to “00:00” which excludes them 
from the time calculations.

When looking at the specifics of 
the vessel itself and exactly what 
you can define as part of

your voyage summary, we have 
included some key data points to 
customise your output. SeaRout-
er allows you to specify your 
fuel consumption in Cubes or 
Tonnes, and you can also select 
your desired currency as GBP, 
NOK or USD, as well as defining 
your speed, port working time 
and even the fuel price. These 
elements come together to pro-
vide a detailed voyage summary 
that gives you the most relevant 
and accurate voyage and cost 
information.

At this point in time, SeaRouter 
uses locations that we have 
entered ourselves, but we will 
add more upon request; all 
we require is the name of the 
location and the latitude and 
longitude coordinates.

Let us know what you think 
of SeaRouter - we welcome all 
feedback and look forward to 
any suggestions you may have. 
Hopefully this product will bring 
benefits to both ship owners and

charterers alike. Look out for 
more innovative and exciting 
offshore marine technology 
offerings from Seabrokers in 
2018.
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FEATURE VESSEL

OOS International has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with China Merchants Industry Hold-
ings (CMIH) for the basic design and construction of what will be the world’s largest semisubmersible 
crane vessel.

OOS ZEELANDIA

To be named the OOS Zeelandia, 
the DP3 vessel will be suitable 
for platform installation or 
removal in water depths of up to 
3,000m (9,843ft).

The Zeelandia will be equipped 
with two cranes, each with a 
lifting capacity of 12,000 tons. 
The aft crane will be outfitted 
with a DP work bridge which 
will be able to rotate 360˚, where 
the DPOs and crane drivers will 
be located next to each other.

The vessel’s platform will feature 
a large open deck area for the 
positioning and transportation 
of heavy modules, with 112m of 
space between the cranes. The 
accommodation quarters will be 
integrated into the deck box.

The Ice-1B LNG vessel will 
be able to reach a high transit 
speed of 15.4 knots, with low 
fuel consumption due to her ship 
shaped asymmetric design.
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NAME TYPE/DESIGN OWNER/ MANAGER COMMITMENT

CARMEN ROLLS ROYCE UT 755 CDL PSV MARINSA / CEMZA GROUP TBC

POSH IMPALA 64M SHALLOW DRAFT AHTS/STANDBY PACC OFFSHORE SERVICES HOLDINGS MIDDLE EAST

POSH ORIBI 64M SHALLOW DRAFT AHTS/STANDBY PACC OFFSHORE SERVICES HOLDINGS MIDDLE EAST

OSV NEWBUILDINGS, S&P

SolstadFarstad has sold AHTS 
vessel Nor Star to Awaritse 
Nigeria Limited. The 2005-built 
vessel has an engine power of 
5,500 bhp. She has a length of 
70m and a shallow draft of just 
4.95m, which makes her well 

suited for operations in the 
shoals of the Niger Delta.

SolstadFarstad has also recently 
sold another AHTS vessel, the 
1993-built Far Grip, to undis-
closed new owners.

NOR STAR SOLD TO NIGERIAN OWNERS

CARMEN JOINS MEXICAN PSV FLEET

The PaxOcean Engineering 
Shipyard in China has completed 
the construction of the POSH 
Impala and POSH Oribi, the last 
two of six AHTS/Standby vessels 
built for PACC Offshore Services 
Holdings Ltd (POSH).

This follows the recent deliveries 
of sister vessels POSH Gemsbok, 
Okapi, Springbok and Steenbok. 
All six have been built to fulfil 
multi-year contracts that POSH 
has been awarded for work with 
Saudi Aramco.

TWO MORE POSH NEWBUILDS READY FOR SERVICE

RECENT DELIVERIES OF NEWBUILD OSVS

Marinsa, part of the CEMZA 
Group, has recently held a 
naming ceremony in Mexico 
for newbuild PSV Carmen. 
The Carmen was built to Rolls 
Royce’s UT 755 CDL design by 
Drydocks World in Singapore. 

The DP2 vessel has a length 
of 81.3m, a cargo deck area of 
670m² and an accommodation 
capacity for 40 persons. She is 
designed to operate in deep or 
shallow water, with the ability to 
facilitate a mud plant onboard.

Clearwater Seafoods in Canada 
has added the Anne Risley to 
its fleet of clam vessels. The 
Anne Risley is the former Siddis 
Supplier, which was originally 
delivered in 2010 and previously 
owned by OH Meling. The Anne 

Risley was built to the VS 470 
MkII PSV design. Following 
her conversion to a clam vessel, 
she will now be used to harvest 
Arctic surf clams year-round off 
the coasts of Nova Scotia and 
Newfoundland & Labrador.

SIDDIS SUPPLIER RE-EMERGES AS CLAM VESSEL
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SUBSEA   

The end of the year is not going 
to pass by quietly as there have 
been a few moves to reshape 
the subsea market. After a lot of 
speculation surrounding Boska-
lis throughout 2017, they have 
now made their move to expand 
their presence in the subsea 
market via the acquisition of 
the former Harkand MT 6022 
XL-designed DSV Nor Atlantis. 
The vessel, renamed Atlantis, 
was acquired from bondholders 
for USD 61 million. It did not 
end there, however, as Boskalis 
has also taken the sister vessel, 

Nor Da Vinci, on a three-year 
bareboat contract. The charter 
includes a right of first refusal 
in the event of a sale of the 
2011-built vessel.

The Nor Da Vinci is currently 
on charter to Oceaneering for 
end-client BP, offshore Trini-
dad, and she is expected to be 
delivered to Boskalis between 
December 15, 2017 and January 
31, 2018. It has been reported 
that the bareboat day rate is USD 
6,000 for the first two years of 
the charter, rising to USD 8,000 

per day for the third year.
 
This move has laid the founda-
tions for expansion in the area of 
subsea contracting, installation 
and SURF campaigns for 
Boskalis, with the aim of further 
growth in this segment in 
Northwest Europe, Africa and 
the Middle East.

The 2011-built sister vessels 
are equipped with two bells 
for saturation diving work to 
a depth of 300 metres, with 
accommodation for 120 persons.

SUBSEA MARKET ROUND-UP

BIBBY LINE LETS GO OF BIBBY OFFSHORE

Bibby Line Group will transfer 
its entire ownership in Bibby 
Offshore after an agreement on 
the recapitalisation of its balance 
sheet with noteholders who 
hold 80% of the GBP 175 million, 
7.5% senior secured notes due 
June 15, 2021. The terms of the 
recapitalisation will result in 
the Group having a debt-free 
balance sheet, with an equity 

injection of GBP 50 million to 
enable it to consolidate and 
expand its position within the 
offshore inspection, repair, and 
maintenance and construction 
markets. Bibby Offshore will 
be allowed to continue to trade 
under the name Bibby Offshore 
for the next 12 months before 
they will have to rename the 
organisation.
Bibby Offshore owns the 
1999-built DP3 DSV Bibby 
Polaris, which is equipped with 
an 18-man twin-bell saturation 

system and a 1,500-tonne 
below-deck carousel, and the 
2005-built DSV Bibby Sapphire 
which is currently operating in 
the Americas. Bibby also has the 
MT 6021-designed IMR vessel 
Olympic Bibby on charter until 
mid-April 2018, with two yearly 
options available from mid-De-
cember 2017, and the Bibby 
Topaz which had its contract 
extended in July 2017. The Bibby 
Sapphire is the only vessel that is 
not operating in the North Sea.

SIEM ENDS TALKS REGARDING SOC SALE
Siem Offshore has terminated 
discussions regarding a potential 
sale of Siem Offshore Contrac-
tors GmbH (SOC), a specialist 
entity in submarine cable instal-
lation, repair and maintenance.
Earlier in November, Siem was 
in talks with Subsea 7 regarding 

the sale due to the strategic fit 
between Subsea 7’s renewables 
business and SOC’s cable busi-
ness. 
SOC is currently working on 
inter-array cable connections at 
the Beatrice, Hornsea One and 
Trianel Windpark Borkum II 

offshore wind farms.
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SUBSEA

Maersk Supply Service has 
taken delivery of its newbuild 
DP3 MT-6027-designed Subsea 
Support Vessel Maersk Involver 
from the COSCO Dalian ship-
yard in China.
This is the second of four SSVs 
to be delivered from the yard, 
following the delivery of the 
Maersk Installer in October. 

Maersk also held the naming 
ceremony for the third SSV, 
Maersk Innovator, on November 
28th. 
The four DP3 vessels are 
equipped with a 400-tonne 
active heave compensated crane, 
two work-class ROVs, with a 
free deck area of 1,925m² and 
accommodation for 120 persons.

MAERSK TAKES DELIVERY OF MAERSK INVOLVER

HYBRID DSV FOR UDS
Ultra Deep Solutions (UDS) has 
announced its plans to commence 
the construction of the first DSCV 
Energy Surplus Hybrid diving 
vessel in 2018.
UDS is looking to cut their fuel 
costs on a daily operating basis 

by more than 50%, and the 
newbuild will be designed with 
15,000KW of power.
She will be able to operate in 
water depths of 3,000m, and will 
be equipped with a 250-tonne 
crane and a 24-man twin bell 

saturation dive system for 
operations to a depth of 450m.
The vessel will also feature two 
work-class ROVs and she will 
have an accommodation capaci-
ty for 145 persons.

AKER BP AWARDS ÆRFUGL CONTRACTS
Aker BP has awarded contracts 
to Subsea 7 and Aker Solutions 
for the planned Ærfugl (ex-Sn-
add) subsea tieback development 
in the Norwegian Sea. 
Subsea 7 has secured the EPCI 
contract for the 21km 17-inch 
electrically heat traced flowline 
(EHTF) tie-back to the Skarv 
FPSO. Fabrication of the EHTF 

will take place at Subsea 7’s 
spoolbase at Vigra, Norway, 
while offshore operations will 
be carried out in 2019 and 2020. 
The contract also includes an 
option for the Ærfugl Phase 2 
scope.
Additionally, Aker Solutions 
has been awarded a contract to 
deliver the subsea production 

system for the Ærfugl Phase 1 
development, plus an option for 
the second phase of the project. 
The EPC contract for the first 
phase includes the provision of 
wellheads, three vertical subsea 
trees, a tie-in module and an 
umbilical riser base.

CAMBO AWARDED TO OCEAN INSTALLER 

Ocean Installer has been award-
ed an agreement with Siccar 
Point Energy and Baker Hughes 
to support the appraisal and 
early production phases of the 

Cambo Phase 1 project in the UK 
North Sea.
Ocean Installer will carry out the 
campaign during 2018 utilising 
the derrick pipelay vessel Nor-
mand Vision and the DP2 OCV 
Normand Reach. The contract 
will be undertaken as part of 
an alliance with Baker Hughes, 

and includes options for further 
operations in future phases.
The Normand Reach has a 
length of 121m, a deck area of 
1,300m² and a 250t subsea crane. 
The Cambo field is located 
north-west of the Shetland 
Islands in water depths of 
1,100m.
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SUBSEA 

The Danish Underground 
Consortium (DUC) has approved 
Maersk Oil’s planned investment 
of approximately DKK 21 billion 
(around USD 3.36 billion) for the 
full redevelopment of the Tyra 
gas field. 

This follows the Danish Parlia-
ment’s approval to implement 
legislation to secure the invest-
ment.
Maersk Oil has announced that 
this will will be the largest oil 
and gas project investment 

ever made in the Danish North 
Sea, enabling Tyra to continue 
operations for at least 25 years.
At peak production, the redevel-
oped Tyra gas field will provide 
enough gas to supply 1.5 million 
Danish homes.

DUC APPROVES TYRA DEVELOPMENT

Harvey Gulf International has 
taken delivery of its second 340ft 
(104m) multi-purpose support 
vessel Harvey Blue-Sea.
The Jones Act-qualified vessel 
follows on from the Harvey 
Sub-Sea, which was delivered in 

May 2017. 
The DP2 vessels have a length of 
104m, a 250-ton knuckle boom 
active heave compensated crane, 
with an accommodation capaci-
ty for 150 persons.

HARVEY BLUE-SEA DELIVERED

FIVE-YEAR CHARTER FOR VAN GOGH

Ultra Deep Solutions has 
announced that it has secured 
a five-year contract with Red 
Tech Offshore for their newbuild 
DP2 diving support construction 

vessel Van Gogh from May 2018.
Red Tech is an integrated 
decommissioning subsea con-
tractor, and they will utilise the 
MT6023 DSCV-designed vessel 
in Southeast Asia for diving and 
ROV services on their projects.
The Marin Teknikk designed 
vessel has a length of 144m and 
comes equipped with an 18-man 
twin bell SAT system. She has 
a 150-tonne active-heave com-

pensated crane that can operate 
down to 3,000m, and she has 
1,100m² of open deck space and 
an accommodation capacity for 
120 persons. The Van Gogh will 
also be fitted with two work-
class ROVs that can operate 
at 3,000m. Delivery from the 
CMHI yard in China is sched-
uled just before the multi-year 
campaign with Red Tech is due 
to commence.

TECHNIPFMC CALLS ON SAFE SWIFT 
TechnipFMC has awarded Prosafe 
a contract to utilise the accom-
modation vessel Safe Swift on 
Mellitah Oil & Gas’ Bahr Essalam 
Phase II project offshore Libya. 
The DP2 2009-built Safe Swift has 
accommodation for 291 persons 
and she will be connected to the 
Sabratha platform, accommodat-
ing more than 200 persons, 110km 

off the Libyan coast.
TechnipFMC was awarded a 
contract in 2016 for the overall 
design, detailed engineering and  
project management, as well as 
the procurement, installation, 
tie-ins, pre-commissioning and 
commissioning of the project.
Offshore installation commenced 
in the second half of 2017 and is 

scheduled to continue through to 
the second half of 2018.
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RENEWABLES 

Jumbo has signed a Letter of Intent 
with China Merchants Industry 
Holdings for a new DP2 Heavy Lift 
Crane Vessel, with delivery sched-

uled for the first quarter of 2020.
The Ulstein-designed 185m 
newbuild will have an X-Bow hull 
and will be powered by dual-fuel 
engines with the ability to run on 
natural gas (LNG). She will also be 
equipped with two offshore mast 
cranes with a lifting capacity of 

2,200 and 400 tonnes respectively, 
and she will have a moonpool and 
be prepared for flex-lay operations. 
The vessel will be suitable for the 
decommissioning market as well 
as the installation of heavy offshore 
components including wind 
turbine foundations.

JUMBO SIGNS LOI FOR  HEAVY LIFTER

ESVAGT MERCATOR BEGINS 10-YEAR CHARTER
Turkey’s Cemre Shipyard re-
cently delivered the SOV Esvagt 
Mercator to Esvagt, while the 
christening of the vessel was held 
on December 1 in Belgium.
The Havyard-designed SOV 
has now commenced its 10-
year contract to support the 

Noblewind and Belwind 1 wind 
farms.
The 58.5m vessel will house 36 
people for up to two weeks at 
sea and she is equipped with 
two safe transfer boats. The SOV 
will also function as a floating 
warehouse, storing spare

parts and tools for the servicing 
of wind turbines offshore.

HORNSEA ONE CALLING LEWEK CONNECTOR 

Ocean Yield’s pipelay vessel 
Lewek Connector has been 
awarded a cable lay contract with 
Ørsted.
The 2011-built vessel is 

equipped with two subsea 
cranes (400-tonne & 100-tonne), 
accommodation for 140 persons, 
and 6,000t above deck and 3,000t 
below deck carousels. She will 
perform the 130-day firm contract 
on Ørsted’s Hornsea Project One 
offshore wind farm in the UK.
The charter will commence on 
March 1, 2018 and Ørsted has 

130 days of options available 
thereafter. The 1.2GW wind farm 
will comprise of up to 174 Siemens 
7MW turbines and three offshore 
substations spread over an area of 
around 407 square kilometres.
Once fully commissioned in 2020, 
Hornsea One will be the largest 
operating offshore wind farm in 
the world.

VOS STONE ENTERS SERVICE
Vroon held the christening of 
its SPS-classed newbuild subsea 
support walk-to-work vessel VOS 
Stone in early December.
Fujian Southeast Shipbuilding 
yard in China delivered the 
vessel in July. 
After undergoing final outfitting 
work in the Netherlands, the 
VOS Stone is now ready to 

support inter-array cabling oper-
ations at the 385MW Arkona 
offshore wind farm. 
The VOS Stone is a sister vessel 
to the VOS Start and both are 
equipped with a 50-tonne 
active-heave compensated crane 
and accommodation for up to 60 
client personnel and 27 crew. 
While the VOS Stone is 

equipped with an Ampelmann 
A400 motion-compensated 
offshore gangway, the VOS Start 
has a Barge Master active-heave 
compensated gangway system 
on board. 
Both vessels have two boat 
landings for offshore personnel 
transfer by means of a crew 
transfer vessel.
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RIGS

Frigstad Offshore has initiated 
a tender process with shipyards 
in Asia to obtain pricing for a 
newbuild harsh environment 
semisubmersible drilling rig. 
The Frigstad D90 AWDTM 
design has been developed over 

the last two years, with the rig 
designed to be versatile and used 
for “all water drilling,” both in 
harsh and benign environments 
and in water depths ranging 
from 350 to 14,000ft (107 to 
4,267m).

OIL PRICE VS RIG UTILISATION

RIG UTILISATION AND DAY RATES
UTILISATION

NOV
2017

NOV 
2016

NOV  
2015

NOV   
2014

NOV   
2013

NORTHWEST EUROPE 56.9% 55.0% 75.4% 94.3% 97.8%

SOUTH AMERICA 75.8% 76.8% 84.6% 94.8% 97.0%

US GULF 37.8% 34.8% 44.2% 62.4% 71.8%

RECENT DAY RATE BENCHMARKS LOW (USD) HIGH (USD)

UK HARSH HIGH SPEC JACKUPS 80,000 145,000

WEST AFRICA HIGH SPEC JACKUPS 70,000 80,000

UK HARSH STANDARD SEMISUBS 105,000 116,700

NORWAY HARSH HIGH-SPEC SEMISUBS 160,000 200,000

GLOBAL ULTRA-DEEPWATER SEMISUBS 115,000 170,000

GLOBAL ULTRA-DEEPWATER DRILLSHIPS 135,000 183,000

INACTIVE RIGS NORTHWEST EUROPE
NAME TYPE STATUS
BAUG JU COLD STACK

BLACKFORD DOLPHIN SS WARM STACK

BORGLAND DOLPHIN SS WARM STACK

BRAGE JU COLD STACK

BREDFORD DOLPHIN SS COLD STACK

BYFORD DOLPHIN SS WARM STACK

COSLINNOVATOR SS WARM STACK

COSLPIONEER SS WARM STACK

DEEPSEA METRO II DS COLD STACK

EIR JU COLD STACK

ENERGY ENDEAVOUR JU COLD STACK

ENERGY ENHANCER JU COLD STACK

ENSCO 70 JU COLD STACK

ENSCO 71 JU WARM STACK

FONN JU COLD STACK

GSP SATURN JU COLD STACK

ISLAND INNOVATOR SS WARM STACK

MAERSK GIANT JU WARM STACK

MAERSK REACHER JU WARM STACK

MAERSK RESOLUTE JU WARM STACK

OCEAN GUARDIAN SS WARM STACK

OCEAN PATRIOT SS WARM STACK

PARAGON B391 JU WARM STACK

PARAGON C461 JU WARM STACK

PARAGON C462 JU WARM STACK

PARAGON C463 JU WARM STACK

PARAGON C20051 JU WARM STACK

PARAGON C20052 JU COLD STACK

PARAGON HZ1 JU WARM STACK

PARAGON MSS1 SS WARM STACK

PAUL B. LOYD, JR. SS WARM STACK

POLAR PIONEER SS COLD STACK

PROSPECTOR 1 JU WARM STACK

PROSPECTOR 5 JU WARM STACK

RAN JU WARM STACK

ROWAN GORILLA VI JU WARM STACK

ROWAN GORILLA VII JU WARM STACK

ROWAN NORWAY JU WARM STACK

SCARABEO 5 SS COLD STACK

SCARABEO 8 SS WARM STACK

SEDCO 711 SS COLD STACK

SEDCO 714 SS COLD STACK

SERTAO DS COLD STACK

SONGA DEE SS COLD STACK

SONGA DELTA SS COLD STACK

SONGA TRYM SS COLD STACK

STENA DON SS COLD STACK

SWIFT 10 JU WARM STACK

WEST ALPHA SS COLD STACK

WEST EPSILON JU COLD STACK

WEST HERCULES SS WARM STACK

WEST NAVIGATOR DS COLD STACK

WEST VENTURE SS COLD STACK

WILHUNTER SS COLD STACK

FRIGSTAD LAUNCHES NEWBUILD TENDER

MAJOR CONTRACT FOR MAERSK
Maersk Drilling has been award-
ed a long-term contract offshore 
Norway for its high specification 
jackup Maersk Inspirer. The rig 
has been chartered by Repsol 
for a firm period of five years, 
with options for five more, and 

will cover combined drilling and 
production work at the Yme field 
development. Following mod-
ification work to the Inspirer’s 
production module, the contract 
is scheduled to commence in the 
fourth quarter of 2019.

Source: IHS-Petrodata
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CONUNDRUM CORNER
The answer to last month’s teaser :- 

At a conference, 12 attendees all shook hands with 
each other before and after the meeting. What was 
the total number of handshakes that occurred?

A - 66     B - 100     C - 132     D - 144     E - 145

The correct answer was :- C - 132

This month, our poser is as follows:

A basket contains five apples. Do you know how to 
divide them among five children so that each child 
has an apple and one apple stays in the basket?

Answers back to chartering@seabrokers.co.uk.

SEASON’S GREETINGS
From everyone at Seabrokers, we would like to 
express our gratitude for your continued support 
in 2017. We wish all of our readers all the best for 
2018, and we look forward to working with you on 
the challenges that lie ahead next year.

THE SEABREEZE ARCHIVE
For the current or archive copies of Seabreeze go 
to: http://www.seabrokers.co.uk/ - see under 
Shipbroking / Market Reports. If you wish to 
Subscribe or Unsubscribe please contact:  
chartering@seabrokers.co.uk

CONUNDRUM CORNER,  
DUTY PHONES

SEABROKERS GROUP CONTACTS
SEABROKERS HEAD OFFICE
Forusbeen 78 - 4033 Stavanger - Norway  
Tel: (+47) 51 80 00 00   
Internet: www.seabrokers-group.com  
 
SEABROKERS CHARTERING AS - STAVANGER
Duty Telephone   ++47 51 815400 (24 Hrs)  
E-mail   chartering@seabrokers.no 

SEABROKERS LTD - ABERDEEN
Duty Telephone   ++44 1224 747744 (24 Hrs)  
Duty Mobile   ++44 7802 304129
E-Mail   chartering@seabrokers.co.uk

SEABROKERS  BRAZIL LTDA - RIO DE JANEIRO  
Duty Telephone   ++55 21 3505 4200 (24 Hrs) 
E-mail   chartering@seabrokers.com.br
 
SECURALIFT AS - STAVANGER
Telephone  ++47 51 800000 
E-mail   stig@seabrokers.no

SEA SURVEILLANCE AS - BERGEN 
Telephone   ++47 55 136500
E-mail   info@seasurv.net 

SEABROKERS EIENDOM AS - STAVANGER 
Telephone  ++47 51 800000 
E-mail   frode.albretsen@seabrokers.no
 
SEABROKERS SERVICES AS - STAVANGER 
Telephone  ++47 51 800000
E-mail   eli@seabrokers.no

SEABROKERS FUNDAMENTERING AS - STAVANGER
Telephone  ++47 51 800000 
E-mail   fundamentering@seabrokers.no

SEABROKERS HAVNEKRANER AS - STAVANGER 
Telephone   ++47 51 800000
E-mail   havnekraner@seabrokers.no


