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May was a bit of a mixed month for charterers and shi-
powners alike.  
Average North Sea spot rates for PSVs and anchor 
handlers were well down on last month but only slightly 
down on the same period last year. For significant port-
ions of the month the spot market was wall to wall with 
vessels, driving down rates.  
A steady drip feed of term spot and term requirements 
were not enough to gloss over or paint over the cracks 
this month but with activity levels, oil price and general 
North Sea spend on E & P all being relatively high, ow-
ners may yet paint the town red this summer... 

Seabrokers Group was established in 1982. We work in the areas of 
shipbroking, development and facility management of property, 
radar based sea tracking, man-free decks and Entrepreneur Services. 
Our head office is situated in Stavanger, but we also have offices  in 
Bergen, Aberdeen, Rio de Janeiro and Singapore.  
Please visit www.seabrokers-group.com for more information. 

Mixed May 

Trader’s Travels  
ConocoPhillips UK has char-
tered the STX PSV 09 CD 
Brage Trader for two wells 
firm (estimated duration of 
160 days).  
Commencing the contract in 
early July, the 2012 built  
Mokster Shipping managed  
Brage Trader will support the 
Maersk Resolve jack up. 

Talisman Take Two 

Talisman Energy (UK) Ltd has awarded a contract to Reef Subsea for 
two maintenance support vessels.  
Reef Despina and Reef Larissa (both of which have only very recently 
delivered) will be used by Talisman on this contract which involves sup-
porting their Brownfields Modification Programme on various UK off-
shore locations. 
Technocean will manage this project which calls for 230 working days in 
total for both vessels in a period from May to September 2012. The con-
tract also has options for additional services and for a further extension 
to the period. 

Rem Get Well 

ADTI has fixed the 2012 built STX PSV 06 CD PSV Rem Supporter for 
one well firm commencing on the 18th June.  
The Rem Offshore vessel will support the ADTI contracted WilHunter 
semi-submersible rig in the UK sector of the North Sea. 



 

 Departures - North Sea Spot 

FD Incredible Israel - GeoGlobal Resources 

Vidar Viking Sakhalin Energy 

  

  

  

  Arrivals - North Sea Spot 

Far Sabre Ex Brazil 

Frigg Viking (ex SBS Nim-
bus) 

Ex India 

Idun Viking (ex SBS Stratus) Ex India 

Normand Skarven Ex Tanzania 

Zeus Ex Finland 
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DESIGN FEATURE: PAGE 3 STUNNA 

This month’s Page 3 Stunna is the Brage Vi-
king (pictured top left c/o David Dodds and 
others c/o Seabrokers) . 
Managed by Viking Supply Ships, the Brage 
Viking was delivered by Spain’s Astilleros Za-
makona shipyard earlier this year but was 
christened this month in Aberdeen, as per the 
above pictures. 
 
Main spec details include : 
LOA : 85.2m 
Beam : 22m 
Deck area : 750m2 
19,050 BHP 
Bollard pull : 225 tons 
Deadweight: 4500 mt 
DP II, ICE-1A, OilRec, Clean Design 
 
 
The VS 4622 CD anchor handler commenced  
a 30 day firm plus options contract with 
Husky on the 11th May. 
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Page 3 Stunna... 

BRAGE VIKING 
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MARKET ROUNDUP 

4 

Viking Vanishes To Canada 

Chevron Canada Limited has contracted the VS 4622 CD anchor 
handler Magne Viking for one well firm estimated to last between 
150 to 180 days.   
This CAD 11.1 million charter commences in the third quarter of 
2012 and is for support of the Stena Carron drillship with 
workscope duties including supply, iceberg management, anchor 
handling, towing, passenger movement, standby and rescue 
services.  
The Magne Viking (pictured right c/o David Dodds) was built in 
2011 and has 19,050 BHP with 225 tons bollard pull.  

The end of May saw the 2006 built Toisa Voyager and the 2011 
built Toisa Wave arrive in the North Sea. 
Both of the Sealion Shipping managed & operated DP II ROV 
vessels came over for term charters in the offshore renewable 
sectors but for different clients.  
The vessels will be on charter to circa September / October this 
year. 
Toisa Wave pictured right c/o Sealion Shipping 

Sealion Secure Two For Term 

Typhoon Blows In For Allseas 

The ITC Towage AHT Typhoon has been chartered by Allseas for up to two months. 
The contract for pipehaul support began on the 1st June.  
ITC’s Typhoon (pictured left) was built in 1976, has 9,350 BHP and a bollard pull of 
100 tonnes. 

Statoil’s Intervention 

Chevron Thailand has awarded a five year contract with Miclyn Express Offshore for 21 crew / utility vessels.  
Under the US$ 130 million deal, Miclyn and its Thai joint venture Uniwise Offshore will service Chevron’s produc-
tions logistics in the Gulf of Thailand.  

Statoil has awarded two contracts for Well Intervention Services 
to Island Offshore and North Sea RLWI Alliance (contingent up-
on partner approval). The contracts are for the Island Frontier 
and Island Wellserver light well intervention units. 
Commencing in 2015, the fixed five year period contract value is 
around NOK 3.3 billion with options available thereafter. Island 
Offshore and the North Sea RLWI Alliance are currently the 
world leading RLWI provider, having done close to 200 well in-
terventions to date. 

Thailand’s Twenty One 
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DAILY AVAILABILITY - RATES & UTILISATION NORTH SEA 

Category Average Rate 
May  2012  

Average Rate    
May 2011 

 
% Change 

All Cargo Runs £10,990 £12,771 -14% 

Cargo Runs 
PSV’s up to 800M2 

£9,554 £10,923 -12.5% 

Cargo Runs 
PSV’s over 800M2 

£11,783 £16,813 -29.8% 

CNS/NNS/WoS 
Rig Moves 

£15,229 £17,260 -11.8% 

Category Minimum 
 

Maximum 
 

All Cargo Runs £6,000 £25,000 

Cargo Runs 
PSV’s up to 800M2 

£6,750 £15,000 

Cargo Runs 
PSV’s over 800M2 

£6,000 £25,000 

Rig Moves 
Excluding Southern Sector 

£9,000 £25,000 

Type 
April 2012 March 2012 Feb 2012 Jan 2012 Dec 2011 May 2012 

Med PSV 82% 88% 68% 75% 71% 72% 

Large PSV 79% 92% 88% 88% 83% 85% 

Med AHTS 73% 85% 55% 74% 63% 69% 

Large AHTS 77% 78% 65% 70% 81% 59% 

RATES & UTILISATION 

North Sea Spot Average Utilisation May 2012  

North Sea Day Rate Levels - Spot Market May 2012 North Sea Average Rates May 2012 

North Sea Vessel Utilisation 
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NEWBUILDINGS, CONVERSIONS, SALE & PURCHASE 
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This month the Ulstein PX 106 PSV newbuild 
CBO Pacifico departed the Estaleiro Alianca ship-
yard in Brazil. This is the second of the PX 106 
design to be delivered to CBO in 2012. This de-
sign features the Ulstein designed X-Bow and has 
76.3m LOA, 16m breadth, 660m2 deck area, die-
sel electric propulsion and three of the underdeck 
tanks are Cargomax system multi-tanks. 
“The finish and quality of these vessel are impec-
cable. We are very pleased with the good co-
operation we have had throughout these projects 
with Shipowner CBO and the Estaleiro Alianca 
yard”, said Ingar Kaldhol at Ulstein Deisgn & Solu-
tions. 
CBO Pacific went straight into a long term charter 
with Petrobras. 

Caribbean’s Strength 
A R Singh Contractors of Point Fortin, Trinidad has taken delivery of the offshore service 
vessel Sea Strength.  
Built by St John Ship Building in Palatka, Florida the 157ft vessel is aiming to pick up work 
in the Caribbean offshore market.  
AR Singh Contractors Ltd has served the Trinidad market since 1978 and currently operate 
a fleet of around 20 vessels, including tugs, barges, crew boats and supply boats. 

Go Go Pacifico! 

Ezra’s Aquarius Enters 

Remontowa has now delivered their recently built Lewek Aquarius. 
After  christening on the 31st May, the vessel was handed over to 
EMAS Marine. The anchor handler features FiFi1, DP 2, 8,000 
brake horse power, accommodation for 60 persons, methanol ca-
pacity and around 100 tonnes bollard pull. 
Lewek Aquarius will work in Nigerian waters along with her sister 
vessel Lewek Andes which is pictured left. 

Global Offshore Get More Going 
Havyard Leirvik shipyard has been successful in gaining an order 
for at least one Havyard 832 platform supply vessel from India 
based Global Offshore (previously known as Garware).  
Delivery of the NOK 270 million vessel is due in July 2013 with 
Global Offshore also having the option for one other, which if taken 
would deliver in March 2014. 
Image left c/o Havyard. 
 
Brief vessel spec as follows : 
Deadweight : 4000 tons 
LOA : 79.6m 
Deck area : 800m2 
Accommodation : 26 persons 
Breadth : 17.6m 
Speed : 14 knots 
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Norway based Sanco Shipping has ordered another ST-324 design 
seismic research vessel from Kleven Maritime. The Sanco Sword 
(pictured) will deliver in the first quarter of 2014 and then go straight 
onto a five year term charter with Dolphin Geophysical. 
Capable of towing up to fourteen streamers simultaneously, the ves-
sel will have an LOA of 96m, a breadth of 21.5m and accommodation 
for 60 persons. 
This will be a sister vessel to the Sanco Swift that was ordered in 
June last year. 

Vessel Type / Design Owner / Manager Commitment 

CBO Pacifico PX 106 CBO Petrobras 

Sea Strength 
Offshore  
service vessel 

AR Singh Con-
tractors 

Caribbean 

Lewek Andes AHTS Emas Marine Nigeria 

    

    

Norway based Atlantic Offshore has ordered a UT 755 LC PSV from Simek’s 
yard in Flekkefjord. The platform supply vessel will have a deck area of 
710m2, a width of 16m and an LOA of 76.6m.  
This will be the first vessel built for Atlantic Offshore by Simek, with delivery 
expected to be April 2013.  

NEWBUILDINGS, CONVERSIONS, SALE & PURCHASE 

NEWBUILDS (PREDOMINANTLY EUROPEAN) 

Atlantic Action Another 
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BP announced this month that it has ordered four new PSVs 
to support their West of Shetland and Norwegian operations. 
Delivery of the vessels are due between the winter of 2013 
and summer of 2014. 
Designed to help deliver their long term strategy these pur-
pose built vessels will have oil spill response capability and 
special tanks required for planned enhanced oil recovery 
schemes.  
BP Shipping has contracted Hyundai to build the vessels and 
then hire them to BP Exploration Operating Company on a 15 
year bareboat term contract. The announcement is also good 
news for both local economies in Scotland and Norway with nearly 80% of the total project and operating costs to be 
spent there. 

Four For BP 

Bumi Increase Their Armada 

Bumi Armada has now taken delivery of two anchor han-
dlers from Beauty Offshore Limited and Bay Offshore 
Limited (subsidiaries of Sanko Steamship). 
These 2009 built 12,000 BHP AHTS, the Sanko Beauty 
and Sanko Bay, have been re-named Armada Tuah 107 
and Armada Tuah 108 respectively.  
Other details of the Japanese built  vessels include DP 2, 
ABS Classification, 150 tonnes bollard pull and accom-
modation for 30 personnel. 

Sanco Swoop On Seismic Sword 
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NEWBUILDINGS, CONVERSIONS, SALE & PURCHASE 
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Further to last month’s news that the SBS Stratus and SBS Nimbus have been re-named Idun Viking and Frigg Vi-
king respectively, the VS 470 MK II SBS Torrent has also been re-named. Now called the Freyja Viking, the vessel 
will continue on its term charter with Centrica supporting the Noble Julie Robertson jack up rig in UK waters. 

Torrent Turns To Freyja 

Shelf No Longer Stacked 

The Shelf Express has been sold this month by Vroon to Danish interests.  
The 1986 built PSV has recently been hot stacked in Italy but is now in Lindo, 
Denmark undergoing modifications. 

One Up, Two Down 

Eidesvik  have been busy on the S & P market, announcing several 
concluded PSV deals.  
The VS 470 Viking Surf and the VS 470 MK II Viking Thaumas 
(pictured) have been sold for USD 64 million. The two vessels were 
handed over in May and are on long term contracts with Petrobras in 
Brazil. Currently the buyer of these PSVs remains undisclosed. 
Eidesvik also purchased a UT 755L platform supply vessel from Great 
Offshore. The Malaviya 19 was bought for USD 24 million and has now 
been re-named Viking Nereus. It is currently trading the North Sea spot 
market. 

Wind Words 

Happily co-inciding with the All-Energy 2012 Conference & Exhibition 
that was held in Aberdeen in May, we are pleased to bring you the 
following news regarding delivery of some of the latest windfarm sup-
port vessels. 
 
ASP Holdings has now launched their latest two 18m catamaran 
windfarm service craft, the ASP Tyne and ASP Thames (pictured).  
The vessels were also built by Topaz Marine in Abu Dhabi. ASP Tyne 
and ASP Thames feature dual cargo zones forward and aft (the for-
ward cargo deck carries supplies and parts for transfer to the tur-
bines, whilst the aft cargo deck can carry a 10ft sea container). 
The vessels are also each fitted with a Palfinger PK4501M crane, 
have a rugged replaceable bow appendage (enabling docking against 
turbines in rough conditions without risk of structural damage) and are designed and built to DNV’s new Wind Farm 
Craft rules. 
 
Alnmaritec has delivered the first of its new “Wave Captain” class of windfarm support vessels to Windcrew Work-
boats.  
The vessel, named Ocean Wind 6, has a new high efficiency hullform and an aft twin tier deckhouse arrangement 
with a large foredeck with steps port and starboard leading to a raised forward bow section for personnel transfer. 
The forward deck area has a large amount of cargo space and a Palfinger 6500MA marine hydraulic crane fitted on 
the port side for cargo handling, whilst a MOB davit (used for man overboard recovery) is positioned on the port side 
bulwark of the aft working deck. 
Ocean Wind 6 has twin Doosan 880 BHP diesel engines enabling a cruising speed of 24 knots with exceptional sea 
keeping characteristics. 



  Rig Type Average Rates US$ 

Semi Sub < 1,500 ft WD 249,000 

Semi Sub > 1,500 ft WD 293,000 

Semi Sub 4,000 ft + WD 404,000 

Drill Ship 4,000 ft + WD 458,000 

Jackup IC 300 ft WD  86,000 

Jackup IC 300 ft + WD 147,000 

Jackup MC 200 ft + WD 67,000 

  Inactive Rigs Northwest Europe  

Name Type Status Location 

Sedco 712 SS Cold Stacked Cromarty Firth 

JW McLean SS Cold Stacked Cromarty Firth 

Energy Exerter JU Reactivate July Rotterdam 

GSP Britannia Ex 
GSF Britannia 

JU 
Being re-activated end 
June 

Teeside 
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S & P / RIG FPSO, FIELD AND OIL COMPANY NEWS 
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Record Breaking Round! 

There was some good news for the future of North Sea oil and gas with the re-
sults of the latest licensing round proving to be a record-breaker.  
418 offshore blocks were on offer and a total of 224 applications were made, 
which is the highest since offshore licensing began in 1964.  A breakdown of the 
applications received shows that 192 were for “traditional” licenses, 25 were for 
“promote” licenses and the remaining 7 were for “frontier” licenses. 
This total was also 37 more than the previous record in the last round that was 
held in 2010. 
 
According to Oil & Gas UK, Total spend in the North Sea is expected to be about 
£11.5 billion this year, which is a big 35% rise from £8.5 billion last year. 

  Rig Utilisation 

Location May 2012 May 2011 May  2007 

North Sea/Europe  90.8% 84.3% 100% 

US Gulf  64.9% 52.5% 82 % 

Drill Ship Data 

Hyundai Heavy Industries Co Limited has agreed to con-
struct a new ultra deep water drillship under a contract 
with Diamond Offshore Drilling Limited. Total cost of the 
drillship, to be named Ocean Blacklion, is around $655 
million with delivery scheduled for fourth quarter of 2014.  
This drillship will be of the same design as the Diamond 
Offshore’s three units currently on order with Hyundai. It 
will feature two seven-ram blowout preventer stacks and 
will have an operating capability at water depths of up to 
12,000 feet (although initially it will be outfitted for opera-
tion at 10,000 feet.) 
Diamond also advised that it has completed the sale of 
the Ocean Heritage for $45 million in cash whilst the cold 
stacked Ocean Crusader, Ocean Champion and Ocean 
Drake were together sold for £10 million in cash. 
 
The deepwater drillship Pacific Santa Ana arrived this 
month in the Gulf of Mexico to undertake a long term five 
year contract with Chevron. This is the first drillship de-
signed to perform dual gradient drilling (DGD).  
Conventional deepwater drilling uses a single drilling fluid 
weight in the borehole but DGD uses two weights of drill-
ing fluid, one above the seabed and one below. Drillers 
are then better able to match the natural pressures and it 
effectively eliminates water depth as a consideration in 
well design.  
Furthermore safety and efficiency is enhanced through 
DGD as it allows drillers to more quickly detect and react 
to downhole pressure changes.  
 
 

FPSO INFO 
This month Petrobras has signed a USD 1.7 billion agreement for the conversion of four VLCC tankers into the hulls 
of the future P-74, P-75, P-76 and P-77 FPSOs for operation in the Santos basin pre-salt area. 
The Brazilian  Inhauma Shipyard (which is leased and being refurbished by Petrobras) will carry out the conversion 
works.  Activities should begin in June with following timetable: 
P-74, which is already docked in Rio de Janeiro, should have the hull conversion complete in March 2014. 
P-75 hull conversion is expected to complete in October 2014. 
P-76 and P-77 are scheduled for completion in 2015. 
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First oil has now been produced from Ithaca Energy’s Athena oilfield in the 
Outer Moray Firth area of the UK continental shelf. Ithaca will now bring each 
well at the field online and establish stable performance of the oil processing 
and water injection systems  
The oil from the field is processed through the BW Athena FPSO (pictured) 
then transported by shuttle tankers to the Ithaca operated onshore Nigg stor-
age facility. 
The Athena oilfield is around 18 kilometres west of the Claymore and Scapa 
fields and is estimated to hold proven plus probable reserves of 26.1 million 
barrels of oil. 

Oil Price vs Rig Utilisation 

RIG FPSO, FIELD AND OIL COMPANY NEWS 

Ithaca Energy’s Oil Onstream At Athena 
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Hovercraft To Help 
The Norwegian Petroleum Directorate is funding an expedition to deploy a 
hovercraft  on a research voyage from Svalbard to the North Pole. The 
hovercraft, named Sabvabaa, will map the geology of the subsea Limonov 
Ridge in the North of the Arctic Ocean by acquiring seismic data and taking 
geological samples form the seabed. This ridge is believed to still contain 
rocks that formerly existed in the Barents Sea before erosion took place, 
so this expedition’s samples from the ridge will help aid understanding of what has happened in the Barents Sea. 
Using a hovercraft is much more efficient than an icebreaker—icebreakers typically cost NKR 500,000 per day to 
run whilst a hovercraft’s running costs are around a tenth of this, whilst consuming as much diesel over five months 
as an icebreaker would in a day.  This is the most northerly scientific expedition ever carried out by Norway. 

Skarfjell Well 

Oil has been discovered in the Skarfjell prospect in the north-eastern Norwegian North Sea by Wintershall Norge. 

This was the first well drilled in production license 418 but there were high hopes at it is situated around 17km SW of 

the Gjoa field and is also between the Grosbeak discovery to the south and the Titan discovery to the North.  

The well drilled with the Songa Delta encountered a 168m gross interval and early estimates suggest 60—160 

MMbbl of recoverable oil. 
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Seabrokers Office Contacts  
 
Seabrokers Limited - Aberdeen 
Seabrokers House, Prospect Road 
Arnhall Business Park, Westhill 
Aberdeenshire AB32 6FE, Scotland 
Duty Telephone ++44 1224 747744 (24 Hrs) 
Duty Mobile  ++44 7802 304129 
Internet  www.seabrokers-group.com  

E-Mail   chartering@seabrokers.co.uk 

Seabrokers Chartering AS - Stavanger 
Forusbeen 78 - 4033 Stavanger - Norway  
Duty Telephone ++47 51 815400 (24 Hrs) 
Internet  www.seabrokers-group.com  
E-mail   chartering@seabrokers.no 

Seabrokers Brasil Ltda - Rio de Janeiro 
Rua Lauro Muller no 116, Sala 1404, Edificio Rio Sul Center 
Cep: 22.290-160, Botafogo, RJ - Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
Duty Telephone ++55 21 3505 4224 (24 Hrs) 
Internet  www.seabrokers-group.com  
E-mail   rio@seabrokers-group.com 

Seabrokers Pte Ltd - Singapore 
165 B Telok Ayer Street, Singapore 068618 
Telephone  ++65 6224 6062 or 0951 
Internet  www.seabrokers-group.com 

E-mail   chartering@seabrokers.sg 
 

Securalift AS - Stavanger 
Forusbeen 80 - 4033 Stavanger - Norway 
Telephone  ++47 51 815400 
Internet  www.securalift.com 

Sea Surveillance AS - Bergen 
Lønningsflaten 28 
5258 Blomsterdalen, Norway 
Telephone  ++47 55 136500 
Internet  www.seabrokers-group.com  

 

Last  month’s teaser :  

John had dinner the other night with his only 

sibling's husband's mother-in-law's only daugh-

ter-in-law. 

With whom did he dine? 
Answer :- his  wife 

The winner of last month’s competition is :  

Joey Daigle 

This month, our poser is as follows : 

It’s a clear day, you are on the summit of 

Britain’s highest mountain, Ben Nevis. 

What is the furthest away object you can 

see ? 
Answers back to chartering@seabrokers.co.uk for a 
chance to win a bottle of wine. 

For the current or archive copies of Seabreeze go to: http://
www.seabrokers.co.uk/ - see under Shipbroking / Market Re-
ports. 
 
 
 
If you wish to Subscribe or Unsubscribe please contact : 
 

chartering@seabrokers.co.uk 
 

Conundrum Corner 

CONUNDRUM CORNER, DUTY PHONES 
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The Seabreeze Archive 

Spot On 
Seabrokers Group are pleased to inform you of the 

launch of our new internet based spotlist, cunningly and 

punningly called Spot On... 

Our new spotlist can be found at the following link : 

www.spoton.info 

Featuring a new clearer, easier to read format as well 

as now having even more information, Spot On will 

keep you up to date on the latest fixtures and require-

ments with just a few clicks of your mouse. 

Seabrokers were the first company to have a internet 

based spotlist and we continue to strive to have the 

best technology available to give our clients the clear-

est and most up to date information on vessel availabil-

ity. 

Seabrokers Step Up 

Seabrokers Ltd need your 

help! 

As a team we are taking 

part in the JDRF walk to 

cure diabetes in Hazlehead 

Park on Sunday 16th Sept. 

JDRF exists to find the 

cure for type 1 diabetes 

which is a chronic life 

threatening and life-long 

condition. 

Help us to help JDRF to find the cure by donating at  
http://www.justgiving.com/Seabrokers-JDRFwalktocurediabetes 

 

Any amount you can donate is much appreciated for 

this great cause. 

 

Thank You ! 
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NORTH SEA AVERAGE SPOT MONTHLY RATES 
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2011 £6,826 £10,187 £15,347 £23,803 £17,260 £40,000 £30,356 £44,280 £39,295 £71,964 £20,967 £22,655

2012 £16,803 £16,448 £34,838 £37,576 £15,229 £- £- £- £- £- £- £-

Rig Moves
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

2011 £7,639 £6,396 £9,514 £11,330 £16,813 £20,208 £20,309 £19,922 £19,834 £17,263 £12,735 £9,704

2012 £9,032 £9,786 £18,983 £19,405 £11,783 £- £- £- £- £- £- £-

PSVs > 800M2
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2011 £3,536 £5,412 £8,465 £10,355 £10,923 £19,838 £16,574 £13,828 £16,894 £13,023 £10,870 £8,448

2012 £7,833 £7,804 £17,121 £17,543 £9,554 £- £- £- £- £- £- £-

PSVs < 800M2
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2011 £4,101 £5,814 £8,871 £10,705 £12,771 £20,450 £17,940 £15,823 £19,222 £15,427 £12,337 £9,820

2012 £8,425 £8,624 £17,969 £18,541 £10,990 £- £- £- £- £- £- £-

All Cargo Runs
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All Cargo Runs PSV's <800M2 PSVs >800M2 Rig Moves

2011 £8,412 £7,758 £9,857 £15,609

2012 £12,568 £11,009 £13,664 £25,161

Average Day Rates To Month  (May 2012)


